Instrumentality of the Euro-BRICS bridging in addressing the
challenges of the multipolar world
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Public Conference: April 30th, 2016 14h30-18h, Indian Embassy in Paris
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PRESS RELEASE

!

In the framework of the launching of India’s BRICS presidency, the Indian Embassy in Paris, LEAP and
EuroBRICS Youth Platform are pleased to invite you to attend the public conference:
"Instrumentality of the Euro-BRICS bridging in addressing the challenges of the multipolar world"

!
!

This conference will close the 1st Euro-BRICS strategic meeting

Lay the foundations of global governance in the 21st century
The world is going through a historic crisis that marks the end of power systems and relations that have
dominated the world since the end of World War II. The dynamics in the heart of the accelerated globalization
phenomena and unbridled expansion of the market in the last twenty years come to collapse. International
relations in all fields (finance, economics, currencies, strategy, diplomacy, …) are subject to an unprecedented
rebalancing since decades.
This creates new global balances (and imbalances) that rapidly replace those inherited from the last two major
breaks in the world order, namely the Second World War and the fall of the Iron Curtain. Whether it is for
peaceful management of tensions that are emerging at all levels of global governance inherited from the
twentieth century, amid a continuing global systemic crisis, the global players, old, new or resurgent must be
bold and innovative to attempt to lay the foundations of global governance in the twenty-first century. The
Euro-BRICS initiative, laid jointly since 2010 by LEAP/E2020 and MGIMO is now supported by an active
network of European, Brazilian, Russian, Indian, Chinese and South African experts, is without doubt a
promising partnership which can serve as a basis for such a renewal.

Youth at the core of the organisation
The Euro-BRICS Youth Platform was implemented by LEAP after the first Euro-BRICS young leaders Summit
which was held in June 2015 in Helsinki. The concept of this summit was based on the idea that the reinvention
of a global governance including harmoniously the multipolar nature of the new global configuration was a longterm project (20 years) belonging therefore to Young people.
In one year, the Euro-BRICS Youth Platform has already mobilized a nucleus group composed by more than 50
Europeans and BRICS young people with a very high educational level, and a vast network of "followers" of more
than 1,000 people.

First Euro-BRICS Strategic Meeting April 25-30, 2016
The chief objective of the network is to lobby for the holding of the First EuroBRICS Summit. On the basis of the
promising outcomes of the First Euro-BRICS Young Leaders Summit, which took place in June 2015 in Helsinki.
LEAP has decided to hold the Euro-BRICS Youth Platform’s first Strategic Planning Meeting (SPM) in Paris to set
the path for promising future activities. From April 25 till April 30, 25 outstanding young citizens from Europe
and the BRICS will meet for one week, working together in a house outside of Paris, and supervised by six
senior experts.
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Programme :
• Political Anticipation: Increasing our understanding of the challenges ahead of the multipolar world
• Defining assets and limitations the Euro-BRICS Youth Platform as a tool to address multipolar world challenges
• Defining the platform’s long-term vision and medium-term goal(s)
• Discussing LEAP's 2016 priority proposal: Advocating for a Euro-BRICS Summit
• Concrete projects conducted by the Platform to serve our goal(s)
• Defining rules and methods to optimise the Euro-BRICS Platform’s capacity to reach its goals
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The results of their proceedings will be submitted in the form of a report during the conference at the Indian
Embassy on Saturday 30, 2016.
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PROGRAMME OF THE CONFERENCE (April 30th)
• 14.30 Opening of the Public conference : « Instrumentality of the Euro-BRICS bridging in addressing the
challenges of the multipolar world » (Embassy of India in Paris)
• 14.30 Welcome word, by Marie-Hélène Caillol, President of LEAP
• 14.45 Introduction, by his Excellence the Ambassador of India, Dr. Mohan Kumar
• 15.00 Addressing the challenges of the multipolar world from the Euro-BRICS angle, by
representatives of the Euro-BRICS Academic board:
. Irina Yarigina, Financial University of Moscow (RU)
. Alexander Zhebit, Universidade Federal di Rio (BR)
. Michael Kakn, Stellenbosch University (ZA)
• 15.45 Break
• 16.00 Presentation of the main outcome reached during the Euro-BRICS Week in Paris, by the representatives
of the Euro-BRICS Youth Platform
• 16.45 Discussion
• 17.30 Concluding remarks by Richard Carey, Independent Development Advisor / Former Director for
Development Co-operation at the OECD, founding co-Chair of the ChinaDAC Study Group
• 18.00 Welfare drink at the Embassy

!

LEAP and EuroBRICS Youth Platform are very grateful for the support of the Indian Embassy in Paris,
especially in the framework of the launching of India's BRICS Presidency and the Make In India Program.
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Press Contact :
Victoire Baeyaert
vbaeyaert@leap2020.net
(+33) 6 95 68 50 94
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More information here: http://www.leap2020.net/euro-brics/
@euro-brics
A project created by

Our young speakers: overview
25 young people from all around the world take part in the 1st Euro-BRICS Strategic meeting in
Paris. Five of them will submit the results of their proceedings in the form of a report at the
conference. Here is an overview of their profiles (in alphabetical order):
Maiara Folly is a student at the Institute of International Relations at the Pontifical
Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro (PUC-Rio) and junior researcher at the Royal
Portuguese Cabinet of Reading as well as at the Igarapé Institute. Her research
focuses on the BRICS grouping, Brazilian foreign policy and the role of South-South
cooperation in development and security.

Raymond Matlala is South African. Raymond is a Doctoral Candidate in Business
Administration at Tshwane University of Technology. He holds a Master’s Degree in
Entrepreneurship, Bachelor of Technology in Management, National Diploma in
Management and Certificate in Management from Tshwane University of
Technology. Raymond works as a Researcher at JET Education Services (Non-Profit
Organisation which works on education research).

Kaspar Meyer is German. He has studied Sociology, European Studies and
International Relations in Germany, Russia, France, Turkey and Belgium. He is
currently working for the BRICS Research Center of Fudan University in Shanghai,
where he conducts research on the BRICS platform and China-Latin America
relations.

Karthik Ponnapa is Indian. He studied at the Indian Institute of Management of
Bangalore. He is now co-founder and principal at Smarter Dharma, a social
enterprise operating spectrum-wide in the field of sustainability. He works at the
intersection of societal welfare and environmental sustainability delivering
financially viable solutions.

Roman Printsev is Irish. He is the current Euro-BRICS Platform Coordinator. Has
studied Economics, Politics & International relations in University College Dublin,
and is currently studying Public Administration in Russian Presidential Academy,
Moscow.

Euro-BRICS Strategic meeting: Exhaustive list of the participants
Lycia Brasil (Brazil), Maiara Folly (Brazil), Raymond Matlala (South Africa), Abigail Branford (South Africa),
Tianjiao Jiang (China), Diao Ze (China), Jing Qian (China), Chen Xiang (China), Peili Huang (China), Danni
Wang (China), Karthik Ponnapa (India), Satya Pavan Kumar (India), Liudmila Vedmetskaya (Russia), Iiulia
Afanaseva (Russia), Teona Gurguenidze (Russia), Roman Printsev (Ireland), Kaspar Johannes Meyer
(Germany), Antti Reinsalo (Finland), Arian Meinhardt (Germany), Claire Mc Connell (UK), Diego Cimino
Antonin (Italy), Antonis Triantafyllakis (Greece), Thomaz Talarico (Brazil), Glica Anca (Romania), Nikolai
Kazantsev (Russia)

Our Expert speakers: overview
Marie-Hélène Caillol, Président of LEAP
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Marie-Hélène Caillol is the president of LEAP which she created in 2005 together with
Franck Biancheri on the basis of Europe 2020, another European think-tank she headed
between 1999 and 2005. In 2010, she published the Manual of Political Anticipation
(Éditions Anticipolis), based on contents developed by Franck Biancheri in thefirst
training course to Political Anticipation conducted in 2009 in partnership with La
Sorbonne University (Paris). She also contributed various international conferences on
anticipation as well as two international scientific publications on Anticipatory Systems
(Mihai Nadin, Springer Publishings).

Pr. Dr. Alexander Zhebit, Federal University of Rio de Janeiro
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Prof. Dr. Alexander Zhebit, educated to a doctor’s degree at highlevel institutions in
Russia and Brazil, teaches today at the Federal University of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. His
speciality is International Policy, above all bi- and multilateral relations. In his research
he focuses on History of international relations, international politics, world order,
foreign policy history, Russia's foreign policy, BRICS, international terrorism, global
security and regional, democratisation and education. At the FURJ’s Centre fo
Philosophy and Human Sciences he is a member of the Centre for Public Policies on
Human Rights. With his expert knowledge on the BRICS, Alexander Zhebit is a
longstanding member of LEAP’s Euro-BRICS project and is this year again a member of
the advisory board

Pr. Dr. Irina Yargyna, Financial University of the Russian Federation
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Holding degrees from both Russian and European institutions Prof. Dr. Yargyna’s
expertise is on global finance and global economic cooperation. She is a long-standing
professor at the Financial University under the Government of the Russian Federation.
Her experience comes from working on finance and international banking in both the
academic sector and the public sphere.

Prof. Michael Kahn
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Prof. Michael Kahn is Senior Research Fellow in the Centre for Research on Science and
Technology of the University of Stellenbosch and Professor Extraordinaire at the
Tshwane University of Technology, Pretoria, South Africa. He has played a key role in
developing innovation policy and for South Africa, as well as further afield within
the NEPAD and African Union S&T initiatives, both as analyst and trainer. Prof. Kahn is
a member of the Academy of Sciences of South Africa, serves on the advisory
board of the journal Research Policy, and is a board member of the Agriculture
Research Council.

AND OUR GUEST OF HONOUR: Richard Carey

!

Richard Carey is an Independent Development Advisor, Former Director for
Development Co-operation at the OECD, and Founding co-Chair of the China-DAC
Study Group

